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Laayoune, February 6, 2018
PRESS RELEASE

Tunisians Show Interest in Integrated Development Pilot Project of
the Foum El Oued Perimeter in the Laayoune Region

From February 5 to 6, 2018, a Tunisian delegation of 24 people, including farmers, teacher-
researchers, Ministry of Agriculture officials, and agricultural school instructors visited the
Foum El Oued agricultural perimeter in the Laayoune region.

The delegation came to carefully study the Foum El Oued agricultural development pilot
project, which was financed and implemented by the Phosboucraa Foundation in partnership
with the Regional Directorate of Agriculture, the National Institute of Agricultural Research
(INRA), the International Center for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA), and the Halib Sakia El Hamra
Cooperative.

For the past three years, the Foum El Oued agricultural development project has aimed to
eliminate a number of natural and technical constraints that negatively impact the region’s
crop yields. These efforts go beyond technical support for small-scale farmers and the
sustainable management of natural resources by improving local living conditions,
particularly in terms of drinking water, entrepreneurship training for rural youth, education,
and health.

The Foum El Oued agriculture project already has several major achievements, including:

e Demonstrating that millet, blue panicum, barley, sesbania, and quinoa can effectively act
as substitutes for corn and alfalfa by performing 14 trials of alternative crops on farms;

e Opening a water, soil, and plant analysis laboratory at the INRA research station in Foum
El Qued;

e Holding three training sessions on seed production and storage techniques, managing
new salt-tolerant crops, and manure composting;

e QOrganizing three study tours for farmers to a quinoa seed enhancement unit in Skhour
Rhamna, a composting unit in Taroudant, and the International Center for Biosaline
Agriculture in the United Arab Emirates;

e Fostering the education of farmers’ children by distributing school supplies to 158
students and establishing two preschools in the municipality of Foum El Oued.
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http://www.inra.org.ma/def.asp?codelangue=23&amp;id_info=1481&amp;rub=1095&amp;rub1=1105
http://www.inra.org.ma/def.asp?codelangue=23&amp;id_info=1482&amp;rub=1095&amp;rub1=1105
http://www.inra.org.ma/def.asp?codelangue=23&amp;info=1105&amp;rub1=1105&amp;rub=1095
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